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May 21, 1992

D. Bennett
161 E. Palmas Place
Tucson, AZ 85706

Robert J. Olbinski

10202 Oak Ridge Dr.

Sun City, Arizona 85351

Greetings;

You had several guestions in your letter and I thought I'd reply with this
letter,

Me and my crew were the first one shofdown on the first mission of the

384th B G. Although Lt. Disney's aircraft was hit simultaneously as was ours,
he managed to bring his aircraft to a ditching in the channel. We, however,
got our engines shot out in rapid succession and had our A/C explode in the
ailr over the town "Goes'", in Holland. With three engines on fire and the
fourth running away we were just starting the procedure of bailing out when
the explosion occured. The results were as follows---

Lt. Olbinski - Multiple contusions

Lt. Harry Swift - Multiple contusions and a severely injured leg.

Lt. "Dick" Grandpre - Multiple contusions, a broken arm and a tooth
missing

Lt. Douglas Turner - Killed in action

Tech/Sgt Ernest Trickett - Killed in action

S/Sgt Oliver Reed - Multiple contusions
S/Sgt George Werbanec - Multiple contusions
S/Sgt William Counihan - Contusions

S/Sgt George Waterman - Killed in action

S/Sgt Harold Cooke - Killed in action

While in prison camp I met Disney, but of the others
raid, Hamburg, and the following raid, Villacoublay,
them.

Enclosed is a copy of special orders assigning crews
the info I have as far as crews are concerned.

I was in the 545th Squadron.

shot down on the next
I have no memory of meeting

to the 384th. It's all

I just finisﬁédhgttending the Stalag Luft III POW reunion in St. Louis. Now,

since you're interested in the 384th, its operations
you contact
384th Bomb Group,
P. 0. Box 1021-A
Rathway, N. J.
The following Ex-POW's

Itic,

07065

and history, I suggest



Bob Wienberg, President
2229 Rock Creek Dr.

Kerrville, Texas 78028
(512) 257-4643

E. F. Schrupp, Treasurer
Rt. 2, Box 340 Lake Sara

‘Effingham, I11l. 62401 - S

(217) 868-5341

David Pollak

8800 Spooky Hollow
Cincinnati, Ohio 45242
(513) 891-1601

Sincerely, = 7
J/:ng,ﬁi. Cﬁgézngvupig{

Bob 0Olbinski




