RESTRICTED

1. Because disclosures of information regarding evasion from capture,
escape, detalls of imprisonment, releese, from internment, and repatriation have
peen made, the lives and services of fellow soldiers and those who help them
l.ave beenlost or endangered. All information whicb youpossess on these subjects,
including the experlences of others as well as your own, briefings and equipnent
for evasion and escape, and preparations and other activities in connection
therewith, constitutes MILITARY INFORMATION which is classified SECRET by the
war Department.

2. You will therefore disclose no information whatever, beyond the fact of
your return to duty from "missing in action" or "prisoner of war" or"internment",
to anyone except the following military officials:

a. The first Military Attache to whom you report;

b. An officer designated by the Commanding General of an
oversess Theatre of Qperations;

c. The Prisoner of War Branch, MIS, Washington, D.C., the
interrogating agency designated by the A/C of S8, G-2, War Depart-
ment General Statf;

d. Certain other officers holding written authority from
the A/C of S8, G-2, WDGS, to interrogate you.

5, You will particularly guard against disclosure of SKCRET information to
relatives, friends, representatives of the press and radio, and military offi-
cials, except as noted in a, b, ¢ and d above.

4. In order to protect yourself against disciplinary action, any question
jnvolving publicity must be referred BY YOU PERSONALLY to the A/C of SEBG22s;
WDGS, washington, D.C.

CERTIFICATE

1 certify that I have read and fully understand all of the foregoing and
the Nirective of the Secretary of War, 6 Aug 43 (on the reverse side), and will
at ALL TIMES hereafter comply fully therewith.

1 understand that all information concerning escape, evasion from capture,
activities and equipment in connection therewith, and details of imprisonment or
release from internment, 1s SECRET and must not be disclosed to anyone except
the military officlals specifically designated. I further understand that dis-
closure to any other person will make me liable to disciplinary action for fail-

ure to safeguard MILITARY INFORMATION.

1 realize that publicity concerning my experiences, by word of mouth qr
otherwise, will endanger the lives of many persons and theretore it is my duty
to take all possible precautions to prevent it.

1 further certify that I have received a copy of the foregoing.
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RESTRICTED

WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General's (Office
Washington

AG 883.6 (31 Jul 48) 0B-S~-B-M KL.S/e1-2B-939 Pentagon
6 August 1943

SUBJECT: Amenided Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped
Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or Enemy-
Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.

TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground Forces;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

1. Publication or communication to any unauthorized persons of experiences
of escape or evasion from enemy~occupied territory, internment in aneutral country,
or release trom internment not only FURNISHES USEFUL INFORMATION TO THE ENEMY but
also  JEOPARDIZES FUTURE ESCAPES, EVASIONS AND RELEASES.

2. personnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of staff,
G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any form whatever or communicate
either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any
account of escape or evasion of capture from enemy or enemy-occupied territory,
or internment in a neutral country either before or after .repatriation. They
will be held strictly responsible for all statements contained in communications
to friends which may subsequently be published in the press or otherwise.

3. Evaders.escapees,or internees shall notbe interrogatedon the circumstances
of their experiences 1in escape, evasion or internment except by the agency
designated by the Assistant Chier of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff,
or the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of operations. In allied
or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are authorized to interrogate
on escape, evasion and internment matters.

4. Should thke services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees
be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing, such services will be under the
direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2,
War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organization in overseas
theaters of operations.

5. Commanding Officers will be responsible for instructing all evaders,
escapees, and internees in the provisions of this directive which supersedes letter,
AG 883.6 (5 Nov 42) OB-S-B-M, 7 November 1942, subject: Instructiors concerning
Publicity intonnection with Escaped Prisoners of War and other previous instruc-
tions on this subject.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ J.A. ULIO
J.A. ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutant General.
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: RESTRICTED .

WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office
Washington

AG 383.6 (21 Jul 43) OB-S-B-M KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
6 August 1943

SUBJECT: Amended Instructions Coneerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or
Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.

TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

Sk Publication or communication to any unauthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-occupied territory, internment in
a nentral country, or release from internment not only furnishes useful information to the enemy but also jeopardizes future escapes, evasions and
releases.

o Personnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any form whatever or
communicate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any account of escape or evasion of capture from enemy or
enemy-occupied territory, or internment in a neutral country either before or after repatriation. They will be held strictly responsible for all statements
contained in communications to friends which may subsequently be published in the press or otherwise. :

3. Evaders, escapees, or internees shall not be interrogated on the circumstances of their experiences in escape, evasion or internment except by
the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of
operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are authorized to interrogate on escape, evasion and internment matters.

a; Should the services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing, such services will be
under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organiza-
tion in overseas theaters of operations.

b; Commanding Officers will be responsible for instructing all evaders, escapees, and internees in the provisions of this directive which super-
sedes letter, AG 383.6 (5 Nov 42) OB-S-B-M, 7 November 1942, subject: Instructions concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War
and other previous instructions on this subject.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ J. A. ULIO
J. A. ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutant General.

1. Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be usefil to the enemy and a danger to your friends. It is therefore
SEGRET.

o a You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer designated by the Commanding
General of the Theater of Operations, or by A. C. of S., G-2, W. D.
(1) The names of those who helped you.
(2) The method by which you escaped or evaded.
(3) The route you followed.
(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.
b You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.
c You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodicals or in broadeasts or in lectures.
o You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in letters or in conversation, except as specifically directed in Par. 4.
e No lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of S., G-2, W. D., or corresponding organization in the
theater.

GERTIFIGATE
1 have read the above and certify that I will comply with it.

1 understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion from capture is SEGRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other than the
agency designated by A. C. of 8., G-2, War Department, the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of operations, or to the Military Attache
in a neutral country to whom I first report. I understand that disclosure to anyone else will make me liable to disciplinary action.

Rank - -7 Hroooooees ASN. L LSO L] A

AG P BR HQ SOS 2-4u/2M/22472
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RESTRICTED

WAI} DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office
Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 43) OB-S-B-M
KLS/el-2B-989 Pentagon

6 August 1943

SUBJECT: Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection wi _
Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countr::l:‘h Escaped Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of Capture in Enemy or
TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands; .
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Publie Relations.
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RESTRICTED

WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office

Washington
AG 383.6 (31 Jul 43) OB-S-B-M
6 August 1943 KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
SUBJECT: Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in C tion with Kaeaped Prisonets of War, toTastale Evad
» ude Evaders of Capture in Enem
y or

Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.
TO: The Commanding Genersals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.
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. CONFIDENTIAL 7"

HEADQUARTERS
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS
: UNITED STATES ARMY
OFFICE OF THE A. C¢ OF 8., G-2

1 AUGUST 1944
DATE:

70 WHCM IT MAY CONCERN:

I, HAROLD J. NESS, SGT. AC 34384937

HEREBY CHERTIFY that I have known and have been asgsociated with

L .
ROBERT W. BECHTEL, 8/86% . AC 1309621%
prior to his being reported miszing in action over enemy territorys
The person whose pipnature and right thumb print appeor hercon is the individual

o ,/%%}Z%ﬂ/

roferred to above.

Aol W]

RIGHT THUMB PRINT:

The individual whose signoture snd right thumb print appear hereon
. . Y o
has been identified to the aatisfaction of this office as ROBERT W. BECHI'EL

$/SGT. AC 13096713 545 Bomb Squad 384 Bomb Group

previously reported missing in action over enemy territory.

7. B. CARROLL é/ SPECIAL AGENT, C.I.Cs

CONFIDENT
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