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Kenneth N HOUGARD, S/Segt, 19170044 MLAs 8 May Lk
(25 Missions) : : ‘ , Arrived in UK:
Shly Borb Sq4 364 Bomb Group ; 7 Jul Li
MEMBERS OF CREW: (This information checked with PWIB)-
PILOT 0-798297 1lst Lt Earl T ALLISON ’ MIA
CO-PILOT 0-4044 84y capt Randolph JACOB : VLA
NAVIGATOR 0-800687 1st Lt John O CURTIN . P/W
BOMBARDIER ¢ 0-734967 -1st Lt Jack C NAGEL . MLa
ADIO OPERATOR 32040920 T/Sgt William F LAUBENSTEIN MIA
TOP TURRET GUNNER 35472350 T/Sgt -William A4 CLEMENTS MLa
BALL TURRET GUNNER 37233420 S/Sgt  Vernon H KAURMAN MLA
WAIST GUNNER 16018325  Sgt  James H GRINNETT MLA
WAIST GUNNER 1917004, S/Set  Kenneth N HOUGARD NARRATOR
TATL GUNNER 0-447290 2d Lt Lester W HALL B/W
BAILS OUT We were just getting on the bomb run when we were hit in the mid-
section with flak, We started losing altitude quickly, and the inter-
_ phone system was dead. I didn't get any orders to bail out, but the
DELAYS JUMP ‘Waist gunner released the escape hatch-and I kicked the door open and
. bailed out., We were at mbout 26,000 ft and I pulled my rip-cord at a-
GERMANS FIRE bout 2000 £5. I had to pull the chute out with my hands. I could hear
AT CHUTE bullets popping all around me. ]
I hit the ground in a field near STE COLOMBE end ran over to a
hedge at one side of the field and buried my parachute and mae weste I
HIDES IN counted 25 bullet holes in my chute. I climbed upin the branches of a
TREE tree and stayed there until it got-dark, Then I came out of the tree
&nd found & barn in the field. It was moonlight, I could hear German
motoreyele patrols on the road. I ate the cendy frommy escaps kit and
slept in the barn that night, burrowing into the hay.
GERMANS The next day I watched from the barn and saw SOme German officers
TAKE RADIO &0 to the wrecked plane, They took the radio equipment and then drove
off. I stayed in the barn all day. As soon &s it got derk I went to
the house on the same farm.and knocked at the d-or. Some one.said some-
thing that sounded like "Come in," so I walked in. There were two men
and two women in the house. I told them I was an American aviator, but
they apparently didn't understand or were afraid. A1l they would say:
was, "Non, non," so I left the farmhouse and started down a road to the
south. I thought I was somewhere in the coastal defence area, and I
knew it wasn't healthy to stay there.
I kept going down the road, dodging motorcycle patrols, until I §
hit a junction and a main highway. I went down the highway until I came
RECONNOITERS to a mill on the DOUVE River, . From the mill I watched the bridge across
$he river for a good long while to make sure that I wouldn*t run into

any sentries, When I was certain no sentries were on the bridge,'l
crossed the river and maede my way to STE COLOMBE. Bl
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I didn't want to walk right into STE COLOMBE, so I stopped at the
first barn I came to just out of the town. I slept in the hay there
that night., About 1000 hours I heard some cne,putting a ladder up the
side of the barn, I went to the other end of the haymow and tried to
hide. But I could hear some one moving the ladder around to the window
at my end of the barn., I knew then I couldn't get away, so I just
waited, I heard the ladder being placed, and then a farmer came up in-
to the haymow followed by his son. I told them, as best I could, that
I was an American airman, They were both pleased and brought the whole
family up to see me, Some one was sent down to get me something to eat,
and came back with eggs, bread and cider.

Before the day was over it seemed that all the Frenchmen in the
neighborhood knew I was there., They brought an old black coat, & beret,
some black shoes that were too tight for me, and a pair of old coveralls.
The farmer had a daughter about 19 years old who could speek a little
English. I asked her to get me some one whc could speak English. She
told me some one would come, so I waited in the barn. One Frenchman ‘
tried to give me some French money he had been given by another hmericen
airmen who had been shot down, That afterncon another Frenchman came
who could speak good English., From that point on my journey was arranged.

On 1 July the Frenchmen who helped me were ordered to evacuate by
the Germans, I left them and joined two American officers who had been
captured by the Germans but who had escaped and were hiding in a barn,
One of the officers was an infantryman, 2d Lt John BOWLEY (uncertain of
spelling). The other was a glider pilot, F/O Adrian (Buck) CARSON.

On the way to the barn we ran smack into two German soldiers who
were digging potatoes. The women end the girl who were leading the way
had taken the wrong path. The two Germans were just a few feet away
when the woman turned to me- and asked -in French where the path was. My
French was so bad that I was afreid we'd be done for if I tried to answer
her, But just then I saw the right path and just seid, "Ici". Those two
Germans looked at me suspiciously, but they let us pass without saying
anything, : i

When I reached the barn the two French women left me, and I put a
ladder upto the window in the haymow, climbed in, and pulled the ladder
up after me, . The two American officers told me they had both been caps-
tured and were being taken in a truck past L. DETROUSSE when the road was
strafed by our P-51's and the truck was hit and stopped.

~ BOWLEY and CARSON told me that a German officer had ordered them
shot .when the truck was hit. But one Germen guard took the officers to
some Frenchmen and gave them instructions to hide the Americans. This
Germen guard said he would go back ‘end tell the German officer that he
had shot them. BOWLEY told me that the Frenchmen had hidden them in the
haymow, They were waiting there until they should be overrun by the
American troops.

I stayed in the barn with the two officers for four days. The
first day a French woman brought us some milk, but the next day we did-~
n't get any food because there were so many Germens about. We finally
got so hungry that I decided to risk getting some food. I climbed out
of the barn and got some peas, onions and lettuce from the garden. We
made a meal out of that along with some ¢ld bread I had with me.

On 3 July C4RSON came down with a fever and he looked pretty sick.
BOWLEY was also suffering from his grenade wound, and he told me we
couldn't stay there much longer without hetter food, I decided to teke. .
another chance and went to a farmhouse where I got three botiles of milk,
a half bottle of whiskey, potatoes, peas and a little meat from a French-
man, We drank all the milk and ate the potatoes and peas, but saved the
meat for the next day. CARSON didn't get any better.
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I left the barn egain and wentto a farm where I tried to get some
help from another Frenchmen, He was afraid to help us because there
were so many Germans near, He kept saying: " imericans be here in
morning., Be courageous,"

T went back to the barn then and -stayed there the rest of the day

HEARS with the two officers. That night we could hear the Germans coming
AMERIC AN into the lower part ofthe barn to take some motoreycles they had stored
GUNS there. But we could also hear the American guns firing and knew that

our troops were getting close,

On the morning of } July our artillery began laying down & barrage
on a hill just east of the barn. We just lay there in the hay, keeping
LMERT CAN quiet, -and listening for hmerican voices, When we finally did hear
VOICES some voices we couldn't make out whether they were Germen or Americen,
until at last we heard some one says "Bring a squad of men and search
the housel" :

Lt BOWLEY and I were watching through the window and saw four or
five Americans going down the road past the barn. one of them stopped
for a moment, and Lt BOWLEY stuck his head out the window and yelled:
"Hey, soldier! Stand there and don't let any one shoot at us. We 're
Americansit

4 lieutenant ceme up then end arranged to send the two officers to
the hospital for first aid end to send me back to the rear.

We first had breakfast with a Frenchman at a farmhouse, The French
people crowded around the American troops, shook hands with every one;
and kissed thern.
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APPENDIX "B' T0 E & E REPORT NO 829

The followinz information has been obtained in an interview with a sergeant

who evaded capture in enemy-occupied territory.

2, Further circulation of this information may be made, but in that case it is
important not to diwvulge any details as to the source, ;
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Statement of information covering the period from 8 May 44

to 5 Jul 44

At ST NICOLAS de PIERRE PONT the informent saw (10-15 June) a colwmn of Americen
B/W's merched under German guaerd toward La HAYE du PUIT. He estimated the
number of prisoners at 100, An unidentified civilian who saw this column $old
the informent that the Americens were being pushed end kicked by Germen guards.
(Observation and hearsay.) : ;

Near ST SAUVEUR de PIERRE PONT informant saw a colurm of Frenchmen, their hands
bound with cord, being marched along the road by German guards. Informant was
told by a civilian that these Frenchmen had been taken prisoner by Germans for
entering forbidden zone along Germen front. (Observation and hearsay. )

Informant was told by a reliable source at ST NICOLAS de PIERRE PONT that there
is a great shortage of food in PARIS and that some civilians are on the verge
of starvaetion, He was also told that civilians in Normandy had been sending,
prior to D-day, meat and other foodstuffs to friends and relatives in PARIS %o
alleviate food shortage expected with the invasion. (Hearsay.)

Informant was told by en unidentified civilian that Germans had issued an order:
shortly before D-day that all American and British airmen parachuting from
planes should be fired upon by German troops, (Informent was fired upon while
parachuting from plane and counted 25 bullet holes in chute after hitting the
ground.) (Hearsay and experience.,)

Informant saw (20-25 June) while at ST NICOLAS de PIERRE PONT wounded Gerran
soldiers coming from the front, Some of these were completely demoralized,
weeping, and asked civilians for first aid. Informent was told by civilians
in ST NICOLAS de PIERRE PONT that German units lacked sufficient medica} per-
sonnel to care for wounded troops, Informent overheard one German soldier re-
mark: "The wer is finished for us. It will be over by 4ugust." Anobher German
casualty remarked: "The Americans have a great force.. We are lost. They are
our good friends. Why do we fight them?" Informant speaks no Germen, but re-
marks were translated for him by a friendly civilian who also overheard them.
Near ST NICOLAS de PIERRE PONT informent saw (20-25 June) two German soldiers
pulling a small cart carrying wounded men from the front. Germans appeared to
have no tramsport to carry casualties, (Observation and hesrsay.)

Near LAUNAY informant saw (25-28 June) Germen soldiers searching'farmhous§s and
barns for hogs and chickens. On one occasion he saw German SOldle?S machine
gun a farmer's flock of chickens, apparently for sport. (Observation. )

At ST NICOLAS de PIERRE PONT (25-30 June) informant saw civilian homes that had
been looted by Germen troops, Furniture and mirrors in these homes had been
wantonly smashed to bits., Everything of value had been taken away by the
troops. (Observation.)

Civilians informanf met were highly favorable to DE GAULLE as the leader of the
French people, I ' ;

4t ST NICOLAS de PIERRE PONT informant was told by & source who had talked to
nany German troops thet the German soldier was uninformed about the situation
at the front. Meny German soldiers were under the impression that their foreea
still held towns captured as much as a week before by the Allies. (Hearsay.)
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Kenmeth N HOUGARD, S/Sgt, 191700l . TAREE T

2 Missionss : - \ MIA: 8 May 194
(25 :
384 Bamb Group, 54 Bomb Squadron * Arrived in UK: 7, = Res Cly

4VC'
‘{5’)'~/,

o ) ‘
F MEMBERS OF CREV: (This information checked with PiLiB )

0-798297 1st Lt Earl T ALLISON HIA

g 0-2044844 Capt Randolph JACOB MIA
\ CO-PG%TOR 0-800687 1st Lt John O CURTIN B/W
ET 0-734967 1st Lt Jack C NAGHL MIA :
| RADTO OPERATOR 32040920 T/Sgt William F LAUBENSTEIN IIA
| BADIO T CHNNER 35472350 T/Sgt Willjam A CLEMENTS MIA

it T% G[ﬂ\mER 37233420 8/Sgt  Vernon H KAUFWAN IIA
| JATST CONuER 16018325  Sgt James H GRIMETT MIA
B e 19170044 S/Sgt Kemneth N HOUGARD NARRATOR
| -é‘ﬁm GUNNER . 0-k47290 24 Lt Lester W HALL B/W

BATLS OUT’ We were just getting on the bombrun when We were hit in the midsection

with flak, We started losing altitude quickly, and the interphone systen -
| was dead, I didn't get any orders to bail out, but the waist gumer released -
the escepe hatch and I kicked the door open and bailed out,. We were at sbout
DELAYS JuMP” 26,000 and T pulled Ly ripcord at about 2000 feet, I had to pull the chute
GERFANS FIRE'~ out with my hands, I could hear bullets popping all round me,
i
AT CHUTE ~ I Bit the ground in a field near STE- COLOMBE and ran over to s hedge at
3 one side of the field and buried Iy parachute and mee west, I counteqd 25
| HIDES I bullet holes in my chute, I climbed up in the branches of a tree and ctayed
| rREE? - there unbil it got dark, Then I came out of the tree and found & barn in the
4 field. It was moonlight. I could hear German motorcycle patrels on the
_HEARS-PAROE road. I ate the candy from Wy escape kit and slept in the barn that night,
‘ burrowing into the hay, .
GERMANS' TAKE The next day I watched from the barn and saw some German officers go to
RADTO" the wrecked plane, They took the radio equipment and then drove ef'f,
I stayed in the. barn all day., As soon as it got dark I went to the house on
the same farm and. knocked at the door, Some one said something that Sounded
No-HETR- like "Come i 8o I walked in, - There werec two men and two women- in the -
house, I told them I was an American aviator, but they apparently didn'y
understand or were afraid, A1l they would say was, "Non, norﬁ",} so I left the
farmhouse and started down a:road to the south, I thought I was sonmevhere
in the coastal defence area, and I knew it wasn't healthy to stay there,

Recomvorrmes™ I lept going down the road, dodging motoreycle patrols, until I mt a
BRiPeesl Junction and a wain highway, I went down the highway until T came o a mill
on the DOUVE River,. From the mill I watched the bridge across the river for
a good long wuile to make sure that I wouldn't run into any sentriese When T
was certain no sentries were on the bridge, I crossed the river and made gy

way to STE COLOMNEE, /M /

I 0idn't want to walk right into STE COLOMBE, so T stopped at the first
Fowun'? bern I came to just out of the town, I slept in the hay there th-f nighte
—I’Y' o About 1000 hours I heard some one putting a ladder Up the side of the barn,
FARAT I went to the other end of the haymow and tried %o hides, But I could hear
Some one moving the ladder around to the window at my end of the barn, I knew
then I couldn't get away, so I just Wwaiteds I heard the ladder being placed,

* and then a farmer came up into the haymow £0llowed his so
as best I could, that I was an American airman, Thg were bg%h glggfégdthﬁm,

S



and brought the whole family up to see me. Some one was sent cdown %o get °
me something to eat, and came back with eggs, bread and cider.

~
3

-

FRENCH BRING Before the day was over it scemed that all the Frenchmen in the 7,
| CLOTHES neighborhood knew I was there. They brought an old black coat, a berety *

some black shoes that were too tight for me, and-a pair of old coverallss

The farmer had a daughter about 19 years old who: could speak a little -~ 7
BEnglishe I asked her to get me some one who eould speak English., She told
me some one would.come, so I waited in the barn. Onme Prenchman tried to give
me some French money he had been given by another Awerican airman who j
had been shot down. That afternoon another Frenchman came who could

I W

speak good English., From that point on my Journey was arrangeds

On 1 July the Frenchmen who helped mc were ordered to evacuate by the
JOTNS 7SCAPERE Germans. I left them and Jjoined two “merican officers who had been captured
‘ by the Germans but who had escaped and were hiding in a barn. = One of -the
of ficers was an infantrywen, 2d Lt John BOWLIY (%certain of spelling)e
The oth.r was & glider pilot, F/O Adrian (Buck) CARSON, - ., :

SEEN BY On the way to the barn we ran smack into two German soldiers who were
GERVANS digging potatoes. The woman and the.girl who were leading the way had taken
the wrong path. The two Germans were just a few feet away when the waoman
turned to me and.asked in French where the path was. Ny French was+*so bad
that I was afraid we'd be dome for if I tried to amswer her, But Sust then
I saw the right path and just said, "Ici". Those two Germans looked at me
suspiciously, but they let us pass without saying anything.
¥
When I reached the .barn the two French women left me, and I put 2 ladder
up to the window in the haymow, clinbed in, and pulled the ladder up after
me. The two Americen officers told me they had both been captured and were
being taken in a truck past LA DETROUSSE when the road was strafed by our
P-51's and the truck was hit and stopped.

AVERTICAY OFFIEERSq BOYLEY and CARSON told me that a German officer had ordered them chot
ORDERED SHOT  when the truck was hit. But one German guard took the officers to some
Frenchmen and gave them instructions to hide the Americans. This German
guard said he would go back and tell the German officer that he had shot them.
ROTLEY told me that the Frenchmen had hidden them in the haymow. - They were
waiting there until they should be overrun by the Ameriean troopss = . =

I stayed in the barn with the two officers for four days, The first
.  day a French womsn brought us some milk, but the next day we didn't get any
RAIDS GARDEN food because there were so many Germens about, We finally got so hungry that
‘ I decided to risk getting some food, I climbed out of the barn and got some
peas, onions and lettuce from the garden. We made a meal out of that elong
with some old bread I had with me.

On 3 July CARSON ceme down with a fever and he looked pretty siclks
BOWLEY was also suffering from his grenade wound, and he told me we couldn't
stay there much longer without better food, I decided to take another chance
ond went to a farmhouse where I got three bottles of milk, a half botile
of whisky, potatoes, peas and & little meat from a Frenchman. We drank
all the milk and ate the potatoes and peas, but saved the reat for the next day,

CARSON @idn't get any better./ o A

I left the barn again and went %o a farm where I tried to get some
help from another Frenchmen. He wes afraid to help us because there were so
many Gerncns neare He kept saying: "American be here in morning. Be
courageous. " :

3 T went back to the barn then and stayed there the rest of the day with the

HEARSAMERICAN  two officers. That night we could hear the Germans coming into the lower
GUNS part of the barn to take some motorcycles they had stored theres But we could
also hear the Americen guns firing and knew that our troops were getting close.



AMERICAN
VOICES

On the morning of 4 July our artillery began laying down a barrage
on a hill Jjust east of the barn, We just lay there in the hay, keeping
quiet, and listening for American voices. When we finally did hear some
voices wer couldn't make out whether they were German or American, until
at last we heard some one say: "Bring a squad of men and search the housel"

Lt BOWLEY and I were watching through the window and saw four or
five Amecricans going down the road past the barn. One of them stopped for
a moment, and Lt BOWLEY stuck his head out the window and yelled: "Heys
soldier! Stand there and don't let any one shoot at us. We're Americansl"

A lieutenant came up then and arramgil to send the two officers %o the
hospital for first aid and to send me back to the rear,

We first had breakfast with a Frenchman at a farmhouse. The French
people crowded around the dmerican troops, shook hands with every one » and

kissed thems

Compiled by | Approved by
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a, Between 10/15 June informent saw at ST NICOLAS DE PTERRE PONT a colum
of dmerican B/W's marched under Germen gusrd toward LA HAYE DU PUIT. He
estimated number of pirsoners at 100, An unidentified civilian who saw
this column told informant that the Americans were being pushed and kicked
by Germen guardse

b Near ST SAUVEUR DE PIERRE PONT informant saw a column of Frenchmen, their
hands bound with cord,being marched along road by Gemman guards., Informent
was told by civilians that these Frenchmen had been taken priscner by Germans
for entering forbidden zone along Gezman‘ )" fronte.

a o~ A"
¢

APPENDIX "D"

1. AIDS BOX: I used the water bottle, compass, Horlicks tablets, one map
and candy.

2. PURSE: I carried amd purse from which I used the maps and compasse

I gave the 2000 French francs to helpers.
3, PIOTOGRAPIN: I carried no photographs,
ha - IECTURES I was lectured at group and found the 1ectui-es of value,

5, SUGGESTIONS: Everyone should have some knowledge of French,
Carry a toothbrush, razor blades and a smell cake of soap,
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MAPS USED: G.S.G.S. 4250, 1942,
La Haye du Puit, Sheet
6 B/5, 1/50,000 “B@P SECRET

1.5.9 (WEA)

APPENDIX “B” TO E. & E. REPORT No.k . (L.S. 9 (WBA)7/B38/1)5

List of all military information which you observed or were told while evading. Give fullest possible details.
(Airfields, troop encampments, coastal and interior defences, A.A. batteries, radar installations, troop movements,
results of Allied bombing, location of enemy factories and ammunition dumps, enemy and civilian morale, etc., etc.).

Nol91m44 ......................... RankSta.ffSeIgean ........ Name Kenneth Ne Hougaxd . ... . . ...

Date of lnterVIewaJulylwc&'adedinFrwee) .....................

Evaluation of informant’s

N.B.—It is of the utmost importance that when giving information on the above subjects credibilicy.
you state clearly :— ’
Key.
(1) Date, time and place where you obtained the information.
|.—Reliable. X
(2) Was it the result of personal observation or a report by someone else ?
2.—Credible.

.(3) If not from personal observation who was the source (i.e., waiter, farm
labourer, hearsay, cafe rumour, etc.), and how accurate do you estimate the 3.—Questionable.
source to be?

4.—Undetermined.

NOTE: When disseminating information from this report, the

source will not be disclosed.

4 le At St. Mbcolas de Pierre Font (148880) the informant
Observation and
saw (June 10 to 15) a column of American PW's marched under Hearsey
Germsn guard toward La Haye du Puit (178841)., He estimated
number of prisoners at 100, An unidentified civilian who saw
this column told informent that the Americans were being pushed
and kicked by German guardse

J 2. Near St. Sauveur de Pierre Pont (147890) informant
saw & column of Frenchmen, their hands bound with cord, being
marched along road by German guards. Informant was told by Cl)il;servation and
civilian that these Frenchmen had been taken prisoner by Germans e
for entering forbidden zone along German front.

¢ 3 Informant was told by reliable source at St. Nicolas

de Pierre Pont that there is a great shortage of food in Paris

Hearssy

and that some cGivilians are on verge of starvation. He was also
told that eivilians in Nomandy had been sending, prior to D-day,
meat .and other foodstuffs to friiénds and relatives in Paris to

slleviate food shortage expected with the invasion.

4, Informant was told by unidentified eivilian that
Germans had issued order shortly before B-dsy that all American Hearsay and
y o Bxperience

and British sirmen parachuting from planes should be fired upon
by German troops. (Informant was fired upon while parachuting

DI e - BXERpUION. OF TOIE. ...t v i o s bbb above, information herein has been given
verbally by E. & E. to, Location German gun positions near La Detrousse given by E&E to

o £ £

cers of American unit operating in that sectore = =
) -
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APPENDIX "B", contd.
from plane and counted 25 bullet holes in chute after hitting ground, )

7 5o Informant sew (JFne 20 to 25) while at St. Nicolas de Pierre Pont
wounded Germsn soldiers coming from front. Some of these were co‘mpletely
demoralized, weeping, and asked ci¥ilisnsg for first aid. Informant was
told by eivilians in St. Nicolas de Pierre Pont that German units lacked
sufficient medical personnel to care for wounded troops. Informant overheard

one German soldier remark: "Bhe war is finished for us. It will be over

by August.®™ Another German casualty remarked: "The Americans have a Observation
and
great force. We are lost. They are our good friends. Wiy do we fight Hearsay

them?® Informant speaks no Germsn, but remarks were translated for him
by friendly ecivilian who also overheard them, Near St. Nicolas de FPierre
Pont informant saw (June 20 to 25) two Germen soldiers pulling a small
cart carrying wounded mien from the front. Germans appeared to have no
transport to carry casualties.
2{ 6. Near Launay (142880) informant saw (June 25 to 28) German soldiers
searching farmhouses and barns for hogs and chickens. On one oceasion he Qbservation
saw German soldiers machine gun farmer's flock of chickens, apparently for
sporte
g 7+ At St. Nicholas de Pierre Font (June 25 to 30) informant saw
civi;ijl.ian homes that had been looted by German troopse Furniture and mirrors
Observation
in these homes had been wantonly smashed to bits. BEverything of value had
been taken away by the troopse
/. 8. Givilians informant met were highly favorable to De Gaulle as the
leader of the French peopleso
7 9. At St, Nichdas de Pierre Pont informant was told by source who
had talked to many German troops that the German soldier was uninformed about 5
earsay

the situation at the front. Many German soldiers were under impression that

their forces still held towns captured as much as a week before by the Allies.
(June 25 to 30)

SECRET



RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD

Date: 6 July 19LlL

NAME: Kenneth N. Hougard RANK: s/sgte ASN: 191700L)
SQUAMDRON AND GROUF:  38lth Bomb Group, 5kl Saqn.

AIR FORCE: Eighth

AWARD RECOMMENDED: Air Medal 7{,

REASONS (refer to E & E Report No. ¥ (I.S.9 WEA/7/Ee271)6

Staff Sergeant Kenneth N. Hougard displayed unusual courage and
initidsive in evading capture by the Germm s after baling out of his
plene May 8, 194L. He risked his own capture by German troops on four
occasions by helping an infantry officer and a glider pilot who were
hiding from the Germans in a bazjn near St, Nicolas de Pierre Pont in
the La Haye du Puits area. He preferred to risk his life under shell
fire from American troops in order to get back to his unit; whereas,

he could have been evacuated along with his French helpers,




REGUGIENDATTON FOU_AWARD

Date: 6 July 1Shk

NAUEs Kemneth e Hougard RAVKs 8/8gbs ASN: 151700kl

 squafoRoN AND Geouis  38hth Bomb Group, Shl Squ.

ATR FORGES  Bighth
REASONS (refer to E & E Report Noe & (LS9 WEA/T/2S/0)S

Staff Sergeart Kerneth N, Hougard displayed unusual courage and
initibddve in eveding capture by the Gemam ® alter baling out of his
plane May 8, 19kh, He risked his own capture by German troops on four
oceasions by helping sn infantry officer and a glider pilot who were
hiding from the Germans in a barn near St, Nicolas de Pierre Pont in
the la Haye du Puits area, He preferred to risk his life under shell
fire from Ancrican troops in order to get back to his unit; whereas,
he could have beon evacuated along with his French helparse

}ﬂ;.:-
] SRR
e o e ,,.{4’1'["”»_
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Germans Fire)

at Chute .

Hides in
Tree

Hears Patrol

Germans
Take
Radio

aets No
Help

Mg@%&%ﬁnkw%y%em%m the—
~Cherbourg—areas We were just getting on the bombrunia-
bembbay——dee?s——wereﬂ&s%—egenmgﬁL_remembe;-—Men we were
hit in the midsection with flak. I—+think it was 88mm.-

We started losing altitude guickly, and the interphane

system was -just dead. I didn't get any orders to bail out,
but the waist gunner smeilled powderand released the

escape hatch,‘aft kicked the door open and bailed out.

= And 7)..//;4 ;..Jrr"/o cord oF* ® boa zﬁeof-f,g"
/. —— We were ar at about 26,000, end I -remembered you wez
to—delay—your—jump 1L tm.s~s.ort of thing happened- to*you.
So—T-went—-down—-a -long way before-I -pulled- tﬂe ripoorii T
must—aave-b-een—abt—about—<000Ffeet—when—I-
thing-happened-then.The chute wouldn't open out and I had

to )%ri’h- out with my hands.

x Céymte

¢;,. - When I -was-geingdown I could hear bullets popping all
round me. -I-looked below and saw -one-chute hit the ground —

before I did. There were three more-chubes couming down —

—8b-oVe-me———Way up—Righ. I -dontt know whe%aer they came_

—from my plane.
@ (

I hit the ground in a field near Ste,Colomb e{pin—
-points—landing at—19569889+=—~As soon—as-I-got —my— feet—on
~the—ground, I ran over to a hedge at one side of the field
and buried my parachute and mae west. —A&ﬁ——y?s -hiding
thaet-chute, I counted 25 bullet holes in it. I-reelized —
then that the Germens must—have been-shooting at me as-I—
_came--down,—and-that—aceounted for-all-these—popping-noises
I—heard-while—still up—in-the-aire«—

~I-looked-around for a good place to Ride amd finally
chose a trees I climbed up on the branches, and" é‘tayed there
until it got dark. WMM
I-could see the tail end of a ship Ffrom ay Squadron. It —
had a big "P" on-it,and the-last two numbers were- "llv.
The last two numbers on my -ship were "1ll", so it-might—
‘have beer mine. T -could -see another wreekeé ship-in the
@19&&-—1}9@,—%1«0@%@-@ identify it~

/ Ja €

/=~ When it got dark, I came out of the tree and found a
barn in the field. It was moonlight, se-I took it mighty
easy-going-over-to thebarn. I could hear German motor-
cycle patrols on the road. I ate the candy from my escape
kit and slept in the barn that night, burrowing 111 “the hay.

The next day I watched from the barn and saw some
German officers go to the one wrecked plane with the "P™
on-the tail. They took the radio equipment “eut—and back te
their car-and then drove off. German soldiers kept wanderiig
_along and taking bits of the plene-for souvenirs.

= ~That same day someGerman soldiers came out—bo the
planewand—tee}s-'bhree-ho&res—fronr“tt‘:*ﬁney*pu’c-- the-bodies-

-~ I stayed in the barn all day,weiting for night. As
soon as it got darky I went up to the house on the same
farm and knocked at the door. Someone said something that
sounded like, "Come in®, so I .}&s% walked in . the-door.
There were two men and two women in the house. I told them
I was an American aviator, but they apparently didn't
understand or were afraid. All they would say ‘1S "Nop,
I - figured they didntt want to bother with mey; so I

f\z, the farmhouse and started down a road to the south.
I thought I was somewhere in the coastal defence area,
and I knew it wasn't healthy to stay there. - a o

~get—Ffarther
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I kept going down the road, dodging these Nazti
motorcycle patrols, until I hit a jungt;i.gn and a main
highway. I went on- down the highway where I came to a mill
on the Douve river. From the mill I watched the bridge
across the river for a good long while to make sure that I
wouldn't run into any sentries, When I was certain no
sentries were on the bridge, I crossed the river and msade
my way to Ste. Colombe. @

I didn't want <to walk right- into Ste. Colombe, so I

stopped at the firstibarn I came to just out of the town.

I slept (there that night -up_in the hayl, I-suess T must

have made some noise up there, because I heard someone
Heurs—HNotse— putting a ladder up the side of the barn. I Jugiped away-
At About 1000 from the side of the barn where. I heard the noise and went
Hours Wed to the other end of the haymow and tried to hide. But '
Morning- I_gould hear someone moving the ladder around to the window

on-the’end of the barn I-had gone-t0. I knew then I couldn't

get waway, so I just waited.

{.—— I heard the ladder being placed, and then a farmer
came up into the haymow followed by his son. I told then,
Farmer as best I could, that I was an American airman. They
Finds Him were both hapey as -heck,. then, and brought the whole

family up to see me. Someone was sent down to get me
something to eat and came back with eggs, bread and cider.
Thae?
Before the day was over it seemed tike all the
Frenchmen in the neighborhood knew I was there, and—they—were
3 b-rinsins—me—odd-—bits—o ivilian—elethes Sewmeone—Er
77_-7brought an old black coat, a beret, somelx black shoes that
were too tight for me, and a pair of old coveralls. The
farmer had a daughter about 19 years old who could speak
French Bring 8 a little English, and-that-helped-to-make myself under-
Clothes stoed. I asked her to get me someone who could speak English.
She told me someone would come, f£o I waited in the barn.
One Frenchman -eame-to -see me-and tried to give me some
French money he had been given by another American airman
who had been shot down.

: C That afternoon another Frenchman came who could speak
good English. From that point on my journey was arranged.

- o0 0 - ot

, On 1 July the Frenchmen who helped me were ordered to

evacuate by the Germans. I left them and joined two = bt wf,
Joins American @fficers who had.been captured by the Germans,  had
Escapers escapked and were hiding $% a barn .

One of the officers was an infantryman, 2aé& Lty John

Bowley (mncertain of spelling). The other was a glider

pilot, qxz Of=teer Adrian (Buck) Carson.

I went-—with-a—French -womeh—and—a—girlto the farahouse"
-where the officers were hidinge On the way to the barn

we ran smack into two Germen s ldiers who were digging
potatoes. The woman.the girl, were leading the way -emd had
taken the wrong path, whieh i i

Ig Seen egaiast—a-—wall. The two Germans were just a few feet

By Germans away when the woman turned to me and asked in French where
the path was. My French was so bad that I was afraid we'd
be done for if I tried to answer her, But Just then T
saw the right path and i i
+-hed—teerned—I- just said, "Ilci", and-pointed to-the-
#ight-way. Those two Germans looked at me suspiciously,

but they J:ej‘f us pass without saying aa hlng#

/

W 4%
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When I reached the barn, the two French women left me,
and I put a ladder up to the window in the haymow, clinbed
in, and pulled the ladder up after me. The two American
officers told me they had both been captured and were
being taken in a trucg past la Detrousse when the road was
strafed by our P-51's,"|PFhe truck was hit, ~15-he
~s4ﬁ—rafia«m-e&é—qﬁmohll:.zed. andl. SFopp

fad

Bowley and Carson told me that a German officer,ordered
~them shot when the truck was hit. But one German guard
American Offlcertook the officers to some Frenchmen and gave them instruetions
ordered Shot /s to hide the Americans. This German guard said he would go
[pack end tell the German officer that he had shot the,bwe
American—officers..

Do il
C~— fPhe infdntry offices told me that the Frenchmen had
hidden them in the haymow. They were waiting there until
they would be overrun by the American troops.

I stayed in the barn with the two officers for four
days. The first day a French woman brought us some milk,
but the next day we didn't get any food because there

Raids were so meny Germans sbout. We finally got so hungry that
Garden I decided to risk getting some food. I climbed out of the
barn and got some peas, onions and lettuce from the garden.
We made a meal out of that along with some old bread I
had with me.

On 3 July Carson,—the-glider pilet, came down Wlth
a fever/ and he looked iike-he-was pretty sick.
fle "”szlcer was also suffering from his grenade wound, and he
¢ _ old me we couldn't stay there much longer without better
Glider Pixot food. I decided to take another chance and went to a
> i 95 § farmhouse where I got three bottles of milk, a half bottle
of whisky, potatoes, peas and a little meat from a French-
men. We drank all the milk and ate the potatoes and »peas,
but saved the meat for the next day. The glider pilot Cerze.,
didn't get any better, a&é—%w&&a@s&i&%d%’&o*get
some care for hime

I left the barn again and went to a farm where I
tried to get some help from another Frenchman. He was
afraid to help us because there were so many Germans
near. He kept saying: "American be here in )ﬁorning. Be
courageous."

I went back to the barn then and stayed there the
rest of the day with the two officers. That night we
Hears could hear the Germans coming into the lower part of the
American Guns barn to take some motorcycles they had stored there. But
we could also hear the American guns firing and knew that
our troops were getting close. -Boﬁ_wm_wese afraid we'd-
eeot—caught by the dFerries-Just _at the last moment+

On the morning of July 4 our artillery began laying
down a barrage on a hill just east of the barn. We just
lay there in the hay, keeping quiet, and listening for
_Heers American American voices. When we finally did hear some voices we
Voices couldn't make out whether they were German or Americany wsm s/
~Phen at last we heard someone say: "Bring a squad of men
eand search the house!” We-knew then-thet—bHhose were our

Lt. Bowley and I were watching through the window
and saw four or five Americans going down the road past the
barn. One of them stopped for a moment, and Lt. Bowley
stuck his head out the window and yelleds, "Hey, soldier!
Stand there and don't let anyone shoot &t ws. We're Americansi™
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A lieutenant £rom-—the79th—Pivisien (2) came up then

and arranged to send the two officers to the hospital for
first aid and to send me back to the rear.

We first had breakfast with a Frenchmen at a farm-
F h e house. @hég-é- French people were—eertainlty glad to-see-the
@ : ' American tToopsji—They crowmded around) shook hands with

E everyone, and kissed them. They-were happy s heekl

- v
b "fi%

K
T
(

i
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APPENDIX “D” TO E. & E. REPORT No. L7

No. 19170044  Rank Staff Sgt Name . Kenneth N, Hougard .~
L ini 8th Air Fomee, 384th Bomb Grp, 544 Sqgn.

Suggestions for improvement of escape equipment and training come largely from those who make use of them. Your
report and comments will help others to evade or escape capture.

. AIDS BOXES.

(@) Did you use your aids box ? Yes

(D) RIENOLIWh Y- THO RSt o8 el R ke o ot el

(c) If you used it, state briefly when and where When came down

(e) Did any of the items prove unsatisfactory ? ... No

(f) How did you finally dispose of the box ? After hid parachute, hid box, put contents in water
bottles

(g) Can you suggest any way in which the contents of the aids box might be changed, to make it of greater use,
bearing in mind that it cannot be larger ?

PURSE.
(@) Did you carry a purse ? ... ... LS SR IOER b e e U S R s S
State colour of purse ........... e i oy SR
(b) Did you use it ? b ST TR Rl GRS L
(c) If so which of the items in it were used ? Maps. 2 . B e e e
Compass ? ... 88 .o VEeE ¥ et . s
Foreign currency 2000 Franes  State countries and amounts used ? .....2000 Franes
What was it spent for ? ... Gawe to helpe®8e . . o
(d) How did you dispose of : Maps Gave. to Helperss File . Gave to Helpers
Eompassi tud i L NOW. ot Surplus currency ... None
. Were you issued any extra compasses or further aids to evasion ? Yes, oo small, =000
. PASSPORT SIZE PHOTOGRAPHS. -
Did you carry any passport size photographs ? If so, how many ? . T B
DI YOU, U8R IO oo iiisiiihuanivsbemssr oo Ry e b s o s s

. LECTURES.
—_—

(a) Wereyou lectured on evasion and escépe ? State where, when, and by whom if possible ? ... Yes

.................. W e B R N S S 5 o
(b) Did you find the lecturesofvalue ... .. . . L R e SR

(c) Do you have any suggestions based on your experience which will help other evaders and escapers ? Bveryone

should study French phrases. Diffi . -
toothbmsh,...mon..mgae,,..__mlfgg}x.get a]:ong in English. Carry on mission







RESTRICTED

WAR DEPARTMENT
# The Adjutant General’s Office
Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 43) OB-S-B-M KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon
6 August 1943

SUBJECT: Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War, to Include Evaders of i
Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries. R e g

TO: The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground;
Army Air Forces;
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area;
The Commanding Generals,
Theaters of Operations;
Defense Commands;
Departments;
Base Commands;
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands;
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

1 Publication or communication te any unauthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-occupied territory, inte §i
a neutral country, or release from internment nof only furnishes useful information to the enemy but also jeopardizes future e g n.lment ¥
e scapes, evasions and

2, Personnel will not, unless authorized by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish in any £ h
communicate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any accomit of cscape or :evasion of captf:reoxf-'n g
enemy-occupied territory, or internment in 2 neutral country either before or after repatriation. They will be held strictly ible for r:;;l S
contained in communications to friends which may subsequently be published in the press or otherwise.

3. Evgqers, escapees, or int'ernees shz.ill not be interrogated on the circumstances of their experiences in escape, evasion or internment except b,
the agency deslgl-labed by the Assistant ?hnefvof Sta:f'f. G-2, War Department General Staff, or the corresponding organization in overseas theaters oi
operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are authorized to interrogate on eseape, evasion and internment matters.

4 Should the services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturin iefing

. A e = - = & and briefing, such services will be
under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staf: 5 5
b b iy al Staff, or the corresponding organiza-

5 Commanding Officers will be responsible for instructing all evaders, escapees, and internees in the isi i i i

] : . . ] he provisions of this directive which -
sedes letter, AG 383.6 (5 N‘{V 42) OB’_S>B-1\{I. 7 November 1942, subject: Instructions concerning Publicity in C tion with E; d Pri :‘lpef
and other previous instructions on this subject. S P

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ 3. A. ULIO
J. A. ULIO
Major General,
The Adjutant General.

1. Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful to the enemy and a danger to your friends. Itis theref
3 A ore

SEGRET.
2. a You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an offi i ¢ P s

he Theater of Operations, or by A. C. of 8., G-2, W. D. cer designated by the Commanding

(1) The names of those who helped you.

(2) The method by which you escaped or evaded.

(3) The route you followed.

(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.
4 You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.
You must give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodicals or in broadcasts or in lectures
d You must give no information tc anyone, irrespective of nationality, in lettersor in conversation, exce S -

: Shr.~ = »except as s v @i i
No lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of S., G-2, W. D., or corresp:f:\fn;::g o: "'ect:;dt in I"a.rt.bl.
i ‘Zanization in the

General of t

theater.
GERTIFIGATE

1 have read the above and certify that I will comply with it.

1 understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion from capture is SEGRET and must not be disclosed to anyone other th
agency designated by A. C. of S.: G-2, War Department, the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of operations, or to the Milit::y Am o
in a neutral country to whom I first report. I understand that disclosure to anyone else will make me liable to disciplinary a.cf:wn e

Name (Print ﬂy/ﬁfﬂfﬁﬂle;&/ ..... /)/ Signed __£{ &z ”)ZMZ/{@W

L J’ f et A.S.N. /f/flﬂ‘("/ e e S S W ) i o
5/ _&ﬂ/@-&’.’y!{-f%ﬂ/’( Witnees .___. ,.....,________-__4_‘.._____,_____-_________,_’_“____:

RESTRICTED



NFIDENTIAL
GON ?&QQUARTERS :
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS # o g7 4
UNTTED STATES ARMY ‘ Ay
OFFICE OF THE A. C. OF 8., G~2 P /

DATE

;
:

TO WillM TT MAY COWNCERW:

I, P. OSCAR PICARD, lst Lt., AC, 0-569761

CHRTTFY that I have known and have been associated with

KENNETH N, HOUGARD, S/Sgta, 4C, 19170044

prior Lo his being reported missing in action over enemy territory.
The person whose pisneture and right thumb print appeor hercon is the individual

referred to above.

RIGHT THUMB PRINT:

The individual whose si gnu{m? #nd right thumb print sppeor hereon
has been identified to the satisfaction of this oflice as KENNETH No HOUGARD,
S/Sgtes AC, 19170044 (544 Bomb Squadron - 384 Bomb Group)

previously reported missing in action over enemy territory.

J. BT STEOLAL AGENT, GsIeCs
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(Applies to all BRITISH, CANADIAN, U.S. & ALLIED PERSONNEL)

EVADED CAPTURE/ESCAPED FROM (Name of Country)... £ TZCE
For All Personnel.
No.19170044 . . . .. Rank Staff Sergeant . . . . . Name Kenneth N. Hougard
(U.K.: Acting, Temp. or W/S)
Decorations: (U.S.A.A.F.: No. of missions) .. AlT Hofak . S0 WIBARORA.........ofomint it
Were you wounded? Give details......... 1:30 ........ .................................................. o oW e O e RN e e
Ship (Navy), Unit (Army), Sqn. (Air Force) 044 S0I, 984th Boah GXOUP. . .. iilecioll
Div. (Army) or Gp. (Air Force) ..8th A. F. . 6. Job (Pl. Comd., Rfn., etc.) Tall GuaRer. ...
Date of Birth ...21._Qc¢tober 1922 . . . L Lenéth of Service. lyeal"u’lOnthS ................
, 5628 North Greeley Ave.
Peace time occupation Personal. records clérkPrivate address. Portland, Oregon . ..
<5 Union Pacific RR
Did you carry any form of identification, or photograph?.. Dogtags, identification bracelet
Do you speak French, or any other foreig'n Iénguage’ ............ e D SR R T oo A S L SR O 0
FOR R.A.F. ONLY.
o, and daaiion ST, . it s Sl A 500
No. and location of Conversion Unit ... o S R LA SO B ol L e 0 e A e, N 00T e A )
FOR ALL AIR FORCE PERSONNEL AND/OR AIRBORNE OR PARACHUTE TROOPS
WHO BALE OUT
PostinCrew................284d gE§Oer . . . . RO el W Sl O MR L " e
Other members of crew, and information about what has happened to them.

N.B.—Airborne and Parachute Troops: list below names and units of other occupants of plane, including R.A.F.
and U.S.A.A.F.

L SN N e g LR RS R Tk s e
GO i RS . ... o ekt e i s R i
NAAGATOR il Don't know neme . S S R AN e et 1 P

BOMBARDIER ... .......Jd8ck Bagel, 13t Tle . . occmmmsmmmidis
RADIO OPERATOR .. Williem Laubensteln, Tech Sgbe.

TOP TURRET GUNNER Williem Clements,. Tech 8&%.a Ao s I
BALL TURRET GUNNER.V5}.rn.onA...}{.a‘ufman_.’..“.S/Sgt ................................................................ et et eoms
WAIST GUNNER (R .. Tim Orimmdts, SIS . . i ot e

WAIST GUNNER (L.) .. Narrab:

L e e R T e N T R R e A I LR e TR
Where and when did you come down?. May. &, 1700 hours, . about one mile west of
2 Ste. Colonbe.
How did you dispose of your parachute, harness and mae west?. Fl10. . parachute, harness; mae’
pogk| boots 10 WeAEes . - T i S
Were all secret papers and equipment destroyed? . Does not. know. (sbip carried bombsight)

...........................................................................
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P/W Section.

i~ LT COL SPENCER ¥
Lt 0ol Stareit
Major Simpson
Major Mellen
Capt White
Correspondence _
P/VW Records

ACTION:
Return to Files _
For retention
For necessary actlon
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and has signed a Security Certificate.

/should not/be re-interrogated. e %;7 e L
He M IRV H:ﬁé\[}rﬁ'f’( 2,

Pa'&on Inf.
eSe 9 (WEA
IMPORTANT.

—
THIS CERTIFICATE MUST BE RETAINED AND HANDED TO (BRITISH)

AN OFFICER OF M.L9 OR (AMERICAN), AN OFFICER OF PW. & X. DET.
M.L.S. ON ARRIVAL IN U.K. OR U.S.A.




RESTRICTED

WAR DEPARTMENT
The Adjutant General’s Office, Washington

AG 383.6 (31 Jul 43) OB-S-B-M 6 August 1943 KLS/el-2B-939 Pentagon

SUBJECT : Amended Instructions Concerning Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War, to include Evaders
of Capture in Enemy or Enemy-Occupied Territory and Internees in Neutral Countries.
TO The Commanding Generals,
Army Ground :
Army Air Forces : g
The Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific Area :
The Commanding Generals,
*  Theaters of Operations :
Defense Commands :
Departments :
Base Commands :
The Commanding Officers,
Base Commands :
Director, Bureau of Public Relations.

5 Publication or communication to any unauthorized persons of experiences of escape or evasion from enemy-
occupied territory, internment in a neutral country, or release from internment not only furnishes useful information to the
enemy but also jeopardizes future escapes, evasions and releases.

2, Personnel will not, upless authorized by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, publish
in any form whatever or communicate either directly, or indirectly, to the press, radio or an unauthorized person any account
of escape or evasion of capture from enemy or enemy-occupied territory, or internment in a neutral country either before or
after repatriation. They will be held strictly responsible for all statements contained in communications to friends which may
subsequently be published in the press or otherwise.

35 Evaders, escapees, or internees shall not be interrogated on the circumstances of their experiences in escape,
evasion or internment except by the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department General Staff, or
the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of operations. In allied or neutral countries, American Military Attaches are
authorized to interrogate on escape, evasion and internment matters.

4, Should the services of escaped prisoners of war, evaders, or internees be deemed necessary for lecturing and briefing
such services will be under the direct supervision of the agency designated by the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department
General Staff, or the corresponding organization in overseas theaters of operations.

off Commanding Officers will be responsible for instructing all evaders, escapees, and internees in the provisions of
this directive which supersedes letter, AG 383.6 (5 Nov. 42) OB-S-B-M, 7 November 1942, suquct : Instructions concerning
Publicity in Connection with Escaped Prisoners of War and other previous instructions on this subject.

By order of the Secretary of War :
18fF. PALULTE
ILALUETO,

Major General,
The Adjutant General.

1. Information about your escape or your evasion from capture would be useful to the enemy and a danger to your
friends. It is therefore SECRET.
2. a You must therefore not disclose, except to the first Military Attache to whom you report, or to an officer
designated by the Commanding General of the Theater of Operations, or by A. C. of S., G-2, W.D. j
(1) The names of those who helped you.
(2) The method by which you escaped or evaded.
'(3) The route you followed.
(4) Any other facts concerning your experience.
b  You must be particularly on your guard with persons representing the press.
¢  Youmust give no account of your experiences in books, newspapers, periodicals or in broadcasts or in lectures.
d  You must give no information to anyone, irrespective of nationality, in letters or in conversation, except as
specifically directed in Par. 4.
e  No lectures or reports are to be given to any unit without the permission of A. C. of S., G-2, W. D., or corres-
ponding organization in the theater.
: CERTIFICATE
I have read the above and certify that I will comply with it. y
I understand that any information concerning my escape or evasion from capture is SECRET and must not be disclosed
to anyone other than the agency designated by A. C. of S., G-2, War Department, the corresponding organization in overseas
theaters of operations, or to the Military Attache in a neutral country to whom I first report. I understand that disclosure to
anyone else will make me liable to disciplinary action. !

Name (Print) /ié””erh /V' /70 CE/AR D Signed _’f‘j/li PEL e ~/;’f / + }Lp’/t/\(,Z/Lf‘/
Rank... /51 A S.NLIO0LY.  Dared. 2 W L8 ...
it J P T f 0[']&(-’7{31 JYY..S 07 A Witness \ W;cu\ "i\\/}?«jﬁ; 2
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If further circulation of this information is made, it is important that its source should not be divulged.

No. 12170044

Rank....Staflf Sergeapeme  Kenneth N.. Hougard

' Meets Seeret
QOperative

Go To
Reuville la
Place

Policeman
Visits Him

;g:usiEﬁr
Octave

The English-speaking Frenchmasn who came to ses me on
Mey 10 seid he was in @ secret organization. I dom't
know what his name was, and can't remember just what he
looked like. Because there were so many Germans in the
area aroumnd Ste. Colombe, he said he would semd me to
Paris. He made arrangements to have the farmer's Gaughter
buy me a ticket the next morning, But later he met another
Frenchman in ancther secret orgenization who advised hiw
against sending me to Paris. He was told that there were
600 or more American sirmen in Paris at that tize and that

it was becoming difficult to supply them with food.

Before this interpreter left, however, he made
arrangements for me to leave the farmhouse in the murning.
I slept in the farmhouse the night of Mey 10. In the |
morning a Fremchman with gray hair, heavily built, ana 1
gbout five feet 10 inches tall came with two bic¢ycles, -
He and I then started for Reuville la Place (214948).
When we arrived he tock me to the home of Monsieur &ng
Medame Picot Gaston, - Rauville la Place, par Ste. Soyeur
le Vicomte (Manche), where it was arrenged that I stay.

I stayed with them for sbout a week and a hals, :
slepping in a room downstairs with & small Frenekh boy
whose father was s prisomer of war., Most of the time I
stayed in the house. Whenever Germans came, I hid in one
of the rooms.

Gaston had a radio set, and I heard the news rezularly.
One day a French policeman from Cherbourg ceme to see
Gaston. I thought that I was done for when I seaw hiz walk
in with his wniform and carrying arms. But he seemed to
be in the seeret organization as well. He had & radio
set with him and left it with Gastomn. While he was there,
he took my name and serial number and told me that he
would let Paris know sbout my being safe and that Paris
would let London kuow. :

Monsieur Gaston seemed to know & lot asbout the
underground. He knew names of & lot of people in seerst
organizations. He had hidden smother fmerican whom he
ealled "Mississipply and had sent him to & farm near
Denneville. -

A second interpreter came to see me one day, and
brought me some books to read., He had been a prisoner
of war in CGermany and was now hiding some Belgians from
the Germans, ,

canie to see me

While at Rauville la Place another Frenchman/fram Ste.
Sauveur le Vicomte who was called lonsieur Octave (phonetie
spelling}. This men was finding hiding places for mes
He was a short fellow, with a black mustache, &nd he
always wore a big stiff, white collar. Everyti.e I saw
him he was well dressed, and always came on & bicycles
He used to come to bring me news and on one occasion
brought me some handkerchiefs. :

b B "’:‘J 2 - ] 1
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Leaves For
Farm

iGoes To Priest's
Home

Lt'ibbe @ives
First Add To
germens

Ge8s 4250, 1942

My helpers heard that the Germans were going ta put
a gun in a Tield near Caston's place; soc it was decided
that I be moved to a safer place« Mousieur Qoctave had
found a farm for me where it would be guiet and less
dangerous.

Gaston and T left on an afternoon (I don't remember the
date} in Gaston's horse-drawn buggy. Monsieur Octave
went ahead on & bicycle to gulde uses TFirst we went to
Ste. Sauveur le Vicomte and then to e large farm just out
of Ste. Sauveur de Pierre Pont (147890)« When we arvived
at the farm, I was introduced to an old men there whose
name I can't remember. There were sbout 15 people on the
Tarms, I remember a girl sbout 20 whose name was Marie
Rose, and two brothers whose names were Auguste and Ernest.

At this farm the second imbterpreter, whe worked st
some place in Cherbourg, came to see me to bring me some
books. Monsieur Gaston, too, caume to see me several times,

A priest, L'Abbe Reymond Hedouln, cure de St. Nicolas
de Pierripont, céme to visit me. He seemad to like me
immediately and treated me wonderfully. He brought nme
shoes to replace those I had---which were mueh too tight.
He also gave me new trousers and a sweater.

The Germsns started putting some poles in the fields
on the farm, 80 I was afraid I'd be found. When the intere
preter from CherWourg came to see me again, I told him
I'd like to move because there were too many people at the
farm, and I thought it 'dangerouss

The third time L'Abbe Hedouin eay@ to see me, he
told me to stay with him. He arrsnged that I borrow
Marie Rose's bieycle, and I went elong with him to his
houses I think thet was sbout Mey 235 We went to his
house in St. Nicolas de Pierre Pont, and I stayed there
that nighte .

The next day the interpreter from Cherbonrg came to
see me againe. He told me that it was much saler for me
to stay with the priest, and I was not to go back to the
farm. L'Abbe Hedouin then went to the farm and told the
people there that I had been sent away. I kidded him about
fibbing to the people. But he said, "When a lie is for
the good, 1t is all right.”

L'Abbe dedouin told everyone I was Belgian and Wa s
a nephew of his. He had only his maid with him, so I
didn't heve to worry much about being discovered. But I
had to hide once in a while when Germens came to his
house to get medicel treatment. He used to help any of

- the Germans who needed. %ﬁ%* Galees Apparently the word

had got around among th 8 that be was sueh a kind
man, for when one of them was hurt, he'd be brought to
L'ibbe's house. L'Abbe used to tall me that he didn't like
the Germens, but that imdividually they needed help some-
times just like any~@thar yeoplo.

Gaston, the interpreter from Cherbourg, and manaieur
Octave used to all come to see me while I was staying at
the L'ibbe's house. They'd bring me news about what our
bombers w. re doing end what was happening on the Russian
front.

. On Juane g ggggiggr %:teva came to see L'Agbe and brought

m an armban e Free Fren ss

the pxies& should wear the fngganghag§gr she in@asgon,aﬁgd
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then if he were captured by the Germans, he'd be trested
as & prisoner of war.

The day after the imvasion, Ltibbe went to Stes

Priest Has . gauveur de Pierre Pont to give services for a P-47 pilot
Neme Of who had erashed there. L'Abbe had the pilot's name end
Casualty serial number when he returned, and also a picture he =

had teken from hisg body. I never did find out the name - |
of .the pilot. ' ! 2

o
=

Gaston came to see me again after that and took my
pleture in oxder to make jdentification papers., He had
‘the. papers with him when he took my picture, He said
he was 2lso going to take a picture ot the American he
called "Mississippi.”

We heard that the Germensg were woving onto a hill
just east of St. Nicolas. On Jume 10 L8ibbe, his maid,
and I left and went to & farm sbout a mile to the west
(147880) where we lived in & steble, sleeping in the hay.
We were there when the Americans captured Ste. Sauveur le
Vicomte. Monasieur Octave got through the lines somehow
end came to see us at the steble. He was very happy and
told us that the Americans had taken the town,

Then the Germens began putbing in positions near
the farm, and & lot of Geruan troops were coming by on
their way to Beudreville. We Degan thinking sbout moving
againe ’

one morning I wendered out to look &t tiae railroad
tracks the Americans had been bombing &nd walked right
into & Germen officer and & Cermen soldier, The officer
ssked me in French how meny kilometers it was to Ste.
Sauveur le Vicomte. I told him as best I could in the i
poor French I had been tble to pick up. He looked at me :
curiously, end then went on. 1 was terribly afraid that

- I would be caught for certain that time,.

one morning the opriest weg told to move bgcause 100
many Germens were in the neighborhocds The three of us
packed our things in a wheelbarrow, and went to another

doves " Parm at le Hurie (143867). There were a lot of French
Again people there who had evaocuated from the areas where the
; fighting was going om. We all slept in the barn and ate
cur meals in the fermhouse.

I stayed at la Hurie for szbout three deys, until the
Cermens started moving in there, too. L'AvbDe and the
. French people there were starting to evacuate agaimn. I
told the priest that I was going to stay and wait for our
lines to come up to me., L'Abbe was very wor ied zbout me,
end afraid that I would be nurt in the battles

when I was &b the farm just west of St. Nicolas, I
had been told sbout two Americem officers who wore hiding
out st a farm at la Detrousse(l43862). I had gone %0 - |
see them twicek, and L'Abbe had gone to give onexthen, :
an infantry offiaeri trestment for grenade wounds. So I
decided ¥'d now hide out with them. ~

When I left Lilbbe for the farm at la Detrousse, he
end his maid were evacuating to LaHaye du Fuits.
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Some Americem evaders in Paris are being betrayed
by girl friends, according to the interpreter from Paris.
He said that some of the Americans have several girl
friends and are betrayed to the Germens by one wio
becomes jealous.

The interpreter told me that an air.an, Lte .
Laurence Hall, had been captured by the Germens. This may
have been the lieutenant wiho went with us on the mission, |
acting as teil gunner.

s
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L 7 July 1944
- TELEPHONE MESSAGE: ; . :
r N 5 §9¢
//v’ At Corps Headquurters the General (Eilenhower) met S/Sgt K. Hougard of
Portland, Oregon. He had just come through the enemy lines. flougard was a
gunner in = Flying Fortress which was shot down over France on May 8th, :
Members o the French Underground saw him parachute to safety, they took charge
of him, they fed and clothed him, told him later about the Invasion, and
finally, they peassed him through to the American Lines. He had just arrived
and General Eisenhower promissd *o sdvise his Cormending Officer that he was
safe,

% W e (% Lrer ﬁ’j»
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William 4 CLEMEITS
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S/Sgt Kenneth N HOUGARD
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2d Lt Lester W HALL
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RESTRICTED

IX TACTICAL AIR COMMAND

APO 595, U S Army
6 July 1944,
SUBJECT: Letter Orders.
TO : 8/Sgt Kemneth N Hougard, 19170044.

You will proceed o/a 6 July 1944 from Northolt, England to
London, England. TDN by MT, mil seft or rail. 60-136 P 43202 A
212/40425.
; : By command of Major Gemeral QUESADA:

J. J. CLARK, SR,
Ma jor, AGD,
Asst 4dj Gemeral.
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HEADCUARTERS
IX TACTICAL AIR COMMAND

APO 595, U S
6 ady dons, O

SUBJECT: Letter Orders. |
ko] : S/Sgt Kemneth N Hougard, 19170044.

You will proceed o/a 6 July 1944 from Northolt England to
Yondon, Ingland. TON by T, mil acft or rail. 40-13 P 43202 A

By command of Major Gemeral GUESADA:

J. J. CLARK, SR,
Ha jor, AGD,
Asst m General .
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#XTRACT FROM WAR KEPORT, 5th JULY 1944, 9.00 p.m.

Robert Barr: (BBC correspondent):

At a Corp Headquart:=rs the General (Eisenhower) met Staff Sgt. K. N. Hougard of Portiand,
Orsgon, who had just come through the enemy lines. Hougard was a gunner in a Flying
Fortress which was shot down over France on liay the 8th. iiembers of the French underground
saw him parachute to safety, they took charge of him - they fed and clothed him, told him
later about the invasion and finally they passed him through to the American lines. He had
just arrived and General Eisenhower promised to advise his Commanding Officer that he was
safe.

John Snagges :

From another of our correspondents in France, Pierre Lefevre, comes a despatch describing
in detail the work of the French Underground which saved this Americsn gunner from capture.
Because this work is carred on behind the enemy lines, great secrecy has to be preserved
and that's why Lefevre can’t always mention the names of the places. But still his story
gives some idea of the extent of the operations of this umseen Allied Argmy.

MAP OF THE MAQULS
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HEADQUARTERS
IX TACTICAL AIR COMMAND

APO Us
6 outy oy T

SUBJECT: Letter Orders.

T0 + $/8gt Kemneth N Hougard, 1917004k,

, You will proceed o/a 6 July 1944 from Northolt, England to

nu;/u-.mm TDN by MT, mil acft or rail, 60-136 P 43202 A

By command of Major General QUESADA:

RESTRICTED



; ;\:[L’i Oa\.— . lo'.'é‘ Q‘E) Gi ?J
e ek R el J‘fuf{ ub avy 9 B~
Tanozzaer “\O\E=S\vV\4\C 2I) £ omTRO9IN 38 .3 .E\T O *5*”8 ’

Aaw) vel A R

S
(JIMMO2AIT GILLIA 8 2.U uAmAuAa HR2ITIAG lis o 29iiqqA) \
29055 (yunuod Yo smsi) MOAT GITADZIFAUTIAD QIAAVE '

Jennoara9 A vod

brspuol ¥ d3ommel omet 1802192 TI830 dnsh .. 2008 IeL ot i
: (2\W 10 qmsT 3ninA Il U) : 3
efofeeim 88 [aboll <i (anoizcim 1o .oM 1 L.AA2U) :2noissiooed .S

. -'0;;1.. . .2lis1ab oviD ¢ bsbnuow woy s1eW

™

O HH0E AJLE0 (A7 24T (9163 UA) .Ap2 (YmA) 3l (yvekl) qire A

Tomuud LERT (o9 .aiA -bmoD .19) dol LI JA 435 (92107 1iA) .q2 10 (ymiA) viQ 2
ad JOOM € 159V, L - ssivis2lo dsgnal 8 8801 7900300 IR  dAnilossd X

+OVA yoleeTd diroll 8253
803910  DasLIT0T ze0vbbs steviiid Mo =hronet LBIIO&‘IS‘I noisqu20 smb 99529 &
‘ 5431 a_t'Iio n’ohIU

Jolsosid nolysottidnebl ,easd Sod 4§ riqs1gororq 10 noissaitiznabi )o mol yns Y1182 voy bid .||

ol 3 935u3'n£l ngisot verio Xns 10 Aonovd sssqe voy o0 |
A : YINO A.AA AOF :

U.T.O o noisssol bns oM £l

3intd noizravnod fo noizssol bns .ol .p|
¢I00AT ATUHDARAY RO iMﬂOGMA AQ \GUA JSHMOL'J!!‘I IADA07 AlA JJA AOF

TUO 3JA8 OHW - e
Toaays LEsT ~w91d ni 1209 2l
X .msd} o3 bsnaqqsd 26 38dw tuods noizsmicini bns won o 213dmam o303l
AAA gnlbubnl anslq Yo 21asquade 19ds0 Yo 2tinu bne zamsn wolad 32l zqoo1T ubos1s9 bns smodriA—.8.1
, AA.A2ZU bas
«3I g2l .rmosElfA ,T [tad . TOJ™
/
2do032T6 ,j‘ a‘) TOJ9-0D
ems word Ftaod . AOTADIVAU
«3I J8l  Tegsi HesT A3ITAAEMO8
" : g _+ 388 doeT  misdemodus] meEl[ItW AOTAAIIO OITAA -

«¥32 doeT ,ainermaid me ELLEY ASWAUD TIAAUT ‘IC_)T

392\2 | meatoel ﬁor’rra?ﬁwm TIAAUT 11A8

. o #SERNE . (FSRUETD MET () ABMUD TUAAW

e L C SRR S ""“‘“’(m w}\\&\ TodeeAsi . () AMNUD TelAW
—edd b,rr& «LLlsH eomeyval AIANUD JIAT

«Rgowrebal- modTewh OSEL 8 ysM VL~ & svusreqab Yo smis .o8b ,s0slq MewristosqyT X1

A e e o = R L

: mewiewed 15.9 (WEA) ;

To . deew olim sme Juods .exwod OG\‘I. ' \by (WE =

k odumofen .ad8 e Jtty

) Amdtaasmw ¢23ufonts .. BER sizaw ssm bns zzontsd .
wmllaﬂ 3 ¥

(J'Q.x..d uctfs.t'rfso ,s; ) ~THomi Jog asoa

|
,‘i.‘ |



	EE_829
	Image00041
	Image00042
	Image00043
	Image00044
	Image00045
	Image00046
	Image00047
	Image00048
	Image00049
	Image00050
	Image00051
	Image00052
	Image00053
	Image00054
	Image00055
	Image00056
	Image00057
	Image00058
	Image00059
	Image00060
	Image00061
	Image00062
	Image00063
	Image00064
	Image00065
	Image00066
	Image00067
	Image00068
	Image00069
	Image00070
	Image00071
	Image00072
	Image00073
	Image00074
	Image00075
	Image00076
	Image00077
	Image00078
	Image00079
	Image00080

	Image00001

