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Stathlent by Lt. RALPHe B. HIC]L, A8, N 0-761941, Pilot of . .reraft, B-17G J
No, M-&Oh’i.\ﬂd eh, had a landing aczldent on*19 October, 1944 . @ K

"e cameback from 3 <ress country flight apd vere gt sbout 1500 Feet
when we approached the field,and asked for landing instruetions, Towgr »
todd me to land on 24, and I ealled when on the downwind leg, and Tower
said to call in on the final, A little later we put the wheels down and .
the engineer checked the tail whesl and pilot side, and the co-pilot checked
or his side, We turned on the final approach and put half flaps down as
we headed into the wind, We were deing about 140 miles psr howr and were
making a nice approach, As soon as we got lined up with the runway I called
for full flaps, We slowed down to about 120 miles per hour, Just previous
to this we turned or the lights and the engineer was calling off airspeed,
which was about 120 miles per hour, As the ship began to settle I noticed
that I vas going to round it out a little fast so pulled it back fairly
fast at about landing altitude, The airspeed was about 90 at this tima,

It settled in faster than I expected, as apparently the wind had died domn
a little, It dropped in a 1little harder than normsl, It didnft beuncoms—
it just took the weight and came up a little, I think the wheels stayed

on the runway, Then it seemed to gettle down, and I began to hear the first

propellor hit, I couldn't #ell for = moment what it was as T couldn't see |

that the wing was down, I din't know whether it was the wheel or what,
but as it dropped on dewn I knew what it was so there was nothing to do
but try the right brake, Both the co-pilot and I were fighting with it,
The aireraft finally came to & halt and I cut the ewiteh,®
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e tumed on the final and had & fainy long approachk, We iad about*
half flaps, When we his the efd of the rurway I think we hit a little bt
first on the right whesl and it seemed like we had alrdady stalled out,

‘It sesmsd we had a normal roll on the runway when the wHesl gave way, The
first time I noticed It was when I looked cut and noticed the one prop hit-
ting the rurmay, The airspeed was dbout 110 just before we leveled off,

-

L]
QUESTIONS & ANSAERS
Ware you swerving back and forth while on the approach?

Not that I noticed, : \

Maje ](eehm " -
Lt. Miller -

Maj., Koehne = Did you seem to level off high?

It, Miller = No, I wouldn't say we did, sir. The first contact was
a little on the right wireel —-= not excessive —--did not

hit hard on the right wheel,

¥aj, Koehns = Would you say that the airplam dropped at all or did it

Just settie?

Lt. Miller - Tt seemed as if it settled down nicely, I didn't notice
any dI'Up. .

Ma_. Koehne = Did you notice any movément to one side or the other Just

as you landed or just after you landed -— as though the
airplane was skidding sideways?

No, sir, The only motion I noticed was after the landing
gear went dowm and contact of prop blades on the runway
began,

Lt. Hiller -

Majs Butchinson - Was it., in your opinion, a normal landing?

Lts Miller -

I would say a normal landing, sir,

J ‘os
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Statement by Lt. JAMES ‘H IO'IER 4,8, 02044768, F!ying Control 0!1'109"5 *

reghrding the accident which qccumd on 19 Octobar, 1944, imlving alre o
craft .B-l'?G No. M-GOA'?. .

L
.

"t about 0035 hours B-17G aireraft No, L8047 celled in for landing
instructions, which we passed on and he acknowledged, He appearsd to be
lindd up on a normal approach, Immediately upon contacting the ground the
under—carriage collapsed and the aircraft skidded to the left, Aluer the
aircraft dame to a halt I went down on the runway and picked up the drag-
link at Uhe position where the aireraft first touched down, The‘angle of
approach installation was badly smashed up, This installation is situated
om the left hand side of the runway, The aircraft skidded to the left and
came to rest by one of the Squadron Operations buildings," "

* QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Maj, Koehne - Did he make a normal approach?

RESTR@CTED

Lt, ILoter = Yes, he did, He came in, leveled off, and appuared to
be lined up with the rumiay,

Maj, Keehne = Could you see any sparks fly or anything unusual when
. he hiv the runway?
Lt. LO'GB!‘ - Ho, Sir'

Maj, Hutchinson = Did it look like the ship swerved or anything when it
- 'hit the marker?

Lt, Loter - Yes, it did,
Maj. Kcehne = Where, on the runway, would you say he first touched?

Lt, Loter - I would say he touched down at the very end on the
left hand side of the runway. .

Maj, Koehne ~ Did it look like he landed very hard?
Lt, Loter - No, sir, It did make one small bounce,
Maj, Koehne - Was'the landfng, in your opinion, a good one?

Lt, Loter - The landing appeared to be.a mormal one,

RESTF’ ED
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5i 2 «  LAFSTATION ¥0. 166 °
. L3 o 0ffice of the Station Commnder < B
) "~y i, ' " E «
APQ 557

18 November, 19LL.
SUBJECT: Adrcraft hccidsnt, B-176 L4=00L7, 19 Cctober 194l

T0 ¢ Commanding General, 1st Bombardment Divizion, AFO 557,

1. Further investigetion of this accident bac been made, md although
no facts or evidence was found that would change the original findings of
the investigation committee, the following_ Anformation may te of ;nt_._q_re_ats‘

, @& The subject aircraft had approximately one hundred (107) fly-
ing hours when assigned to this station, The number of landings
accumlated at that time is unknown, It was flown one hundred
and elaven (111) hours while assigned to this station and was

et i 1
X TR

e T R R R

accredited with twenty five (25) landings.

b. The aircraft received three complete landing gear retraction
tests while at this station. It was first checked on the accept-
ance check, again on the one hundred and fifty (150) hour inspec-
tion, and again on the two hundred (200) hour inspection. The

feeler guage check as prescribed in Boeing Field Service News

dated 22 Yay 15Lk, was employed as a part of these landing gear
retraction tests, The gear was satisfactory on all tests.

¢y - The wheel marks cn the landing runway were checled on 20 Octo=
ber 19k, and it is an established fact that the aircraft was
properly aligned with the runway upon contact., There was no in-
dication of any sideward movement. Wheel marks did indicate, '
however, that the landing was slightly harder than normal. The
right wheel touched about two (2) feet before the left wheel
touchad, The left tire mark was wider than the right mark which
would indicate that it hit harder. There were traces of tire
tread marks from the point of landing for approxikately thirty
(30) feet domn the runway, whence they faded, The landing tread
marks were of the type that would' e expected had the pilot made

a blind landing. s :

Tor the Station Camnan{;/'{ R:c%lb\ifn .
o] 1940V 1944
 HG ! ! an
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-~ 1, Recently on this Station, we had three landing gear failures on H i

“Adveraft #,2-102518, 43=37717 and LL=G0LT.

2. It has been definately established that Aircraft #l3-37717 and
142-162518 made hard, one wheel landings when the crash occured. Dus to the
rlc‘ “hat Afrcraft fLl-80L7 landed during the hours of darkness, no one can
éefloately state what type of landing was made.

3, On all three above mentioned Aircraft, the inboard drag strut
support bolts had sheared first and the stresses thus created caused the
failure of the drag links and outboard drag strut support bolis.

L. Adreraft L2-102518 and LL=80L7 had 3/L" drag sirut support bolts '
installed and Aircraft #i3=37717 had 1" bolts.

5. Checking of drag strut support bolts as prescribed in Boeing
Field Service News dated 22 May, 194k, has been made part of the daily in=-
“gpection for all B-17 Adrcraft on this Statlion

/s/ Meolai Hansen
/t/ WICOLAI HANSEN,
Captain, Adr Corps,
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