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Upon en*er!.ng tha Tuffic httlm lt Sioux City, Ifter a X ﬂight from
inas, California, the landing gear fsiled to extend affer a‘r.tupting to
ease—it—both—wﬂnée&n}md-mnuﬂr

“—After consulting the Group Commander, Colonel Peasles, who was in the 2 :
. .. control tower, it was decided to make a "uhsals up.' hndiqg. A -
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- Pilot'e statemnt. and phot,ogﬂph, m lttlchld. .- o :
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i Sta}t.;mnt on Wheals Dp!andlr@— of B 17F Airplane 1,2.;30030,, APRIL 25,1943,

1, Major S.L.McMillin, wac pilot of BL7FL2-3007L,

Take off at Salinas, California, was made at 0645 for flight to
* Sioux City,Iowa, at which time wheels retracted in @ normal manner with nothing
to indicate any binding or malfunction of main landing gear mtracti.ng mechanisa,

== —the engineer, and two maintenance men who were abou'd_t.hc met

Upon arriving over Sioux City, Iowa, the hnd.i.ug gear switch
was placed in the down position, and only the right gear came down. I in-
structed the engineer S/Sgt. Leon Ausmus to manually extend the left gear,.
After several gtteapts he informed me he was unabla to manually extend the Iiml.
At this time I went back to the bomb bay and attempted to manually extand the
wheel myself, but was unable to do so; the hand crank turning free in either
direction indicating that at some place between the hand crahk and the
landing gear a p1n had ahelr«l or the neclnniu hld brokon. 111 placu ilﬁﬂg the

u-¢_. Lo

————Peeﬁee—%he:}%th-erwp—emmmg*ofricer, -and ground personnel of the-group

_ amnunition and-movable-equipment was placed dgainst bulk heads to avold the —

The—control tower was inforzed of the situation nnf Colonel

‘came’ to the control tower, I was informed to try shaking the gear down by sharp .
—pull-outs-from-a dive; with the switch in~the down position,” This was done

but with no success,  ‘Fuel was checked to determine if it was possidle. to fly |
to Dayton, Ohio, for a wheels up landing;, but as the flight had been for over

eleven hours, fuel supply was low and not enough in the tanks to fly more than
‘hree hours at the most and Dayton is approximtely eight. hyndred (609) miles

from Sionx Citys - :

. . I‘nade;lﬂeral-"passes—wer the 'fi‘n‘ld at lgwaltitude to— — ~ ]
determine the’best place to land, when it was decided to fome in for a wheels _ R

up landing. As it was left up to myself to determine where to land, I'decided ~—

THET H

t0-come in-on rumway #i, landing on the TomcTetE—tNStEEA UL YN ALFt. — KLL

danger of it flying around in case the landing was rough, and the plane came to an
sbrupt stop. ALl personnel on board, except the pilot, co-pilot, were
laced in t,he radio compartment, with 111 ‘possible clothing;etc,, used for
“landing. . Instrictions were given that the plane.would be clnt:o&indhtdy et
upon stoppi.ng, with all hand fire extinguishers utilised in case of fire, All

1l

'si/ﬂil 1

__of landing. A norsal-approach-to the-field-was-made; ,-mrmpsmm

tﬂ—md—nairrtn%mncrdm—un-upcnlu. _
Crash trucks and ambulances were placed at the most opportune point near the - - - —-——]
1 towerwas-advised-as-to-the sxact—time———

_a8_slow-an-air-spesd-possible above stalling, - Lt. + Fobert

L

“besn instructed in his duties, and on the signal from myaelf, cut. the fuel- shut,

off switches, mixture controls, and ignition, A normal landing was made, the—
aircraft sliding straight dmm the’ runway for several hundred yards,-and-at the . |

“last minute veering sharply to the right, off-the- rumray-into-the-dirt: —The plane-———

Li.:]i_:i sl

—was cleared imsediately upon stopping,  No personnel were hurt in any way from the .
lnnding or-on clnl::l.nz_thc_plme. Only—nom.uy—uptetud—dlngrm dona%o-—-- Spetiei
“the aireraft. - : . I
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ENGINEZRING
AR AIR BASE ' ‘ ;
STOUX CITY,I0WA - RCH/tg
g ' M April 28, 1943
L

 SUBJECT: * Danage Report on B-17P, A.A.F, Serial Ho. 1.2-3007:.. .

L Omrntiomrﬂrncer = : - : £ ‘“’“‘:_:'_
__Ammy Air Base o - - —
RS Siowx City, Iom : ' =

1. The rollowing_a 8 list of damages on_B=17F, A.A.F.. Seml_ngr_-_--w—'—-l-

42-30074, This airplane was de.maged due to belly danding,

= a. Tl;:}' follcming parts are repar ) :
1. Right bomb bay door, - '
% 2, Skin on lower fuselage etition 8 and 9. \\ :
i i A - 3o 3 Nacelle, . 5 =
: ' Lo 0il-lines - vacuwrhne mﬁmrm: ,fj Nacelle, iy
——— — 5--—Right. tires — T R T R,
e ' 6. Left inner tube valve.

2 Te Wing fairing (up .

m:)_andiumlage_nu_:igm._d.dp
72778 Dorsal fin - station 6A-and 6C,. - o

9+ Hole in underside of left aileron, '
10, Entrance door at Radio room. : vy el
g —— - 1l, Radio brackets-and-supports for-522-radios — - — =
i 12, ‘Skin loose at top of #2 Nacelle. S ——p——
13—Left-and-right wing-anterna-loose; v —— - —— oo
1, Sheet metal cannot be-repaired economically at-this Shtio ation, - s
= S The follcwing parts are repltcaa.ble' TR : w I
e "Ffiin“ t and 1eft ik - j‘ s =
| SRR e _h_-——L——mectioanr——“—“““’" Sas s . &0
¢ " 3. ¥hip antenna, * ' o
T 4. Ribs, bulkheads and at,rmgara ,_fm‘_at&tion 5 to ?,_un&hrl}.th s
S S, T Imem_sf-tf.o_n? o7, - A i i 13|
i - #” 6, “Station b4 and 6B, o T : '
S as=s 7. Lower ball turret and fittings - also guns. C e
i — 8. - lower-anterniund trailing antenna, 3. i : e B
{ 9+ Exhaust pipe expansion-jo t=#l egine;— SN S
§ . e ——10. Floor and walk at ltmr_' turret.. EEi — =
7 —5 n . = — o ey Ee
jf—*”"'*““‘*““‘*l‘ 12,70, 2, B, wa 44 mpenera. PRI (e




g R FCDUARTERS  wym
FIFTEENTH BOMSARDMENT OPERTIONAL TRAINTNG WING
Office of the Commanding General
krmy Air Base
Sioux City, Toma ;
Yay 25, 1943
& ~ SUBJECT: R‘epéﬁ on Major Accident. ;
e Ty Comhnding‘caﬁeral, Second %mber Command, Fort George i'fright, _ __. :
2 Yashington, '
\ -
\ 1. T concur in the fgp%ngs of the accident commitise, _

R e . IR (3
Wm—n—amm George lr:ght, Vashington, May 30, 1543, &

© T0s Commanding ( Gemsl, Second Air or;g,__zq;t__:q}gig_g Fright, lmugm. R W
—I-eoncur-in-the—rindings of the sccident eou:l:ﬁu— = ’ : —

L i
e e e
B 7 S




| HEADQUSRTRRS |
: 38LTH BO?BAM ROUP (H) ARMY AIR MCES
‘ 0ffice of the Operations Officer
: Sioux City, Iowa,
¥ay 3, 19l3.
SUBJECT: Reparter on lhjor Accident,
T Comanding Gonernl, Army Atr For*es ‘Tashingt.on, D. C. RN
Through Channels
T T, O April 25,1513, 2005 CFT, B I?Ejiﬁhn—*ﬁoa moon-—b.lom———-
, to the Sllth Bombardent Squadron (H),- 38Lth Bomb-Croup (i), made. a-wheels- T
B up landing on rurway #L at Sioux City Army Air Base, . ;
Pl am " 2. The aceident occurred after the ship had departed from Salinas, - 1™
California, Anw Air Base, at OSLS PAT, At time of tl‘m-off; the 1Abding
gear retrar'ted in normal manners,

J

3. OnJ,y noml expected dm_ge/ to airplane, ltuchod dmgu report
Rt covers repatrgble and replaceable partd, L

FRSREEES M

| TP ) mxﬂwm-tmwmmn—ur—mﬂu:bv&-m&—ﬂ-ns-dﬂm'b————;
e == - that-shaft. on.left landing gear motor broke either on rytuction or on ___._',__.,_,A
_\_ SRR at.tenpted 50 O o T e S S o SR 012

¢ g < et P

B.. No mjury to bersonnel,

3 Incls: :
A L e R s
~—TInel 2~ Pilotts statememt -~ ———
Incl 3 = Photographs .. —— —— .

BRI I SR,
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’ 1
Rl
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. 3 € 1st Ind, BJP/bhme

HEADQUARTERS 384TH BOMBARDMENT GRODP (H), ARMY hIR FOBCES,_ AAB, -~
Kearney, Nebraska, May 11, 1943. T0: Commanding Officer, lﬁ%h
Bomb Wing, Army Air Base, Sioux City, Iowa.

3 Rl :
. : 4
. - .
. . ’ 2

1. The undersigned was present in the control tower at
- Bioux City Air Base conferring with Major General Johnson at the
time Major MeMillin reported being unable to lower Ahe landing

'gear.

With the concurrence of General Johnson, The deciaion.

e to advise Major McMillin to lend with wheels retracted. -
nding was accomplished without unusual incident. Excep-
cool-headed procedure was eviaeiced by all concerned and

minﬂmum danage resulted,

1 ”Eﬂ el
EASLEE_,__‘ ST

Colonel, Air Corps "

5 Comanding AR 3
3 Incls: n/c ; :
S ~ 2nd Tnd, - ———— R 1
NaT" ) S senth HO ardment UDeTs __- 'lir" = i
B&ﬂe, Sim Cﬂ’r}’, Im’ H‘y 13’ 191‘30 ¢ -
0t Commnding Officer; 30lth w Oroup (), Ay ur m., e .._l“---_-._q;'_;

Kearney, Nebraska,

y - “1, 'The attached report of an aircraft accident 15 incclpllto. T s o e
" “Group I accidents 'require an-investigation by a duly- appohxt.ediirmﬁ—---—-’~— =<3
invited to-h:A-FrRegulation mumber —

62‘1]" d.lm n}f 26' 19&20 i - ‘ " :
2 cmumgi accident. report md formd sane to Co-lngg
S ﬂmuﬂ—&acmd—l&?m%hrough Gmnding Genu' h-B e “-"-“—‘*E
i Opontioml rraining Mg ===
Bycmdof&'igldierﬁcnmlmmt ,) /
e T T e b w— ,‘“ e — e ../ et -
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T~ 3rd Ind BJP/emb

RRADGUARTERS 364TH BOUBARDUENT (H) GROUP, Aray Air Base, Kearney, Nebraska,
uay 18, 1943,

T0: Commanding Officer,. Army Air Base,.Sioux City,.Iowa,
) 1. Request accident report referred to in par, 2 of-2nd Ind, be
z accomplished at your station as all records are at your disposal,
_ 2. ‘This zroup i3 under secret orders and members will not be avail.
able for the camnittee. _ u
v A= / ST 4§ RS T A PR T
= S 3o SR
ozt AP ] SWEH
) i
= . . -
- T Corps,
e _?}h_ - : _.:;
. (00 ‘ .r:
4th Tnd, ; : Wlinl I B
HAWDQUARTERS ARMY AIR TASE, Stoux City, Tows, May 21, 1943,
E T0: Commanding Censral, 15th Bemberdment Operationsl Training .
Ting, ATmy ALF 3a8s, Stoux oity; Towes —attentivor—Lts %
R oy - G CR PSS ITMNSESEI N . s pes seseeman et TP T
?_._ Fee s 4 e —————— I;‘ | I : P PR P—— — | ‘i-J
Pursuant to telephone conversation of liay 20, forwarded for f
P S S ...-_nscassnry\action‘at your Hsedauarters., S SO S —— £
& < ) &
- i e e <
‘For the Commanding Cfficert \ i
= - === v
= S— a e e avai i

» T Y. e A L A A,
o L LS LA L S ST AT
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E+h Tud
5th-Ind _ RDP+{b

B 15th BOMB:ROUFNT OPERATIONAL TRAINING WING, AAB, Simux City, ITowa,
Hay 25, 1943.

T0: Cermanding Ceneral, Second Berr'ber Command, Fort George firight,
Washington, ; ; ; 4

1.-- Correct completion of this report. irnpossible because of --—

s ~Tactor stated in Par, 2, Jrd Ind, n 3
For the Comanding Generall
— — - — — _-1 — ——— e e —— -

2nd It, Mr Corps, ' 1
Adiutant. L =

.
— - s e 2 — LS — ‘n gi
-
A e e e s =X s = ‘p!"._ =
— e e e S S Sa eSS A S —————
[ 2 -:—:— e e e SR — e . - e ‘\:-\":—
{- - - 1’_-.2‘“ < : _'-_-_ . -!‘
= = = i _— - - P S , = BEERTHES = - =
= - =
v i ih
i s ’ ! T
SO — ey e
£ —— - — ==

T 5 ot Co i Tt B YR PSS = VB PRIl € IO AP VA R £ T BT £ £ A S 3 AT Ay
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5375 § d d, - -
READQUARTERS SECOND AIR FORCE, Fort George Wright, Nashington, Junl.k,]9£3-_.

o1 0 t12g General, Second Bomber Command, Part, George Mright, Wasidngte o

2, Pursuant to Army Air Forces Reglation 6214, thaunrmiooidnt
Officer is required to prepare & report of damage, 'In commectidn therewith,
the report should sake reference to his appointament, The aprroval by the
cmndingoﬁimlhmldumﬂum

L 3. Uﬁ.rmrompmhmhﬁm,mmmnmhmw
— ~ -0 _the Commanding General, Army Air Porces, Washington, D,’ C. and the' :
duplicate is fonuvlod.tothaf:nsnd..ngﬂmenlof the 2nd Adr Faree, . | .

15 reqy - : et th
Ihathorormtthooﬂgimlofthiunportmfmrddwmttop-n- s
- S - S mﬂ 3. -

By ommd of llajgr/ﬁeneral JOM! p
s
4 :
_ Inclst n/c JOHNc'l”‘ i
o= = e e e 2nd. Licut, A. G. D. GllsET)
____'_____,_.:___‘ o i puee I : = b = ’ Au{, ,ﬁd}u(ﬂl Gmu‘ll o)
5 & 537.5 N . 3rd Inds- - - - - o
<) —HEADQUARTERS 11 BUVBIR CORRAND, Fort Geor-ge T ashingtor ‘
B2 X R Juna 5 1943 e e T e _."_—;‘ __'_' ::_"___—__ ~--_—_--_-_‘;-__—__—— ".‘
- To:,~ —Commending—General, 15th RBombardment Operational Training = 3=
g Wing, Army Alr Base, Sioux City, Iow&. \
=5 ' For __cgmplia_:}ce_with end Ind,
R 8 For the Ccmnding General'
—‘,:_—'- = -‘_hh T8 (bl A -:-_:--_T':_.“_._ 2 e e i e

-— s ¥ -
" — — - i
o
) —
i i s e SRR o
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537.5 X
c.ug, Tewa, June 11, 191.3. ol ,
.. Tor Comanding General, Yar Depirtasst, Ay Adr Forces; muum-arcr—“ b 275
&
1. Accompaning accident report concerns an alreraft of a growp which f
has for oversess, Tnis H rs has no record indieating “
that the Form 14 was forwarded as required, hence is nhittinllcow i
ot the accident report 1n the event that mn- s Iomrdod S o i
2, Certain annexes to the Fors ummt-lnﬂlbhww —
persomwl congern rned-are-overseas, howsver all facta are correct as [ | .
F atated and the accident was investigated by- tmaumuu. _ 3
== ';.!__
e SR — e I gat” v 2 ‘(./‘ A i &)
m Lt‘, ur w’ {Q\« ¢
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¥ P E P " ARMY AIR PORCES
HYADQUARTERS FLIGHT CONTROL COMMAND

_¥INSTON-SALEM, NORTH CAROLINA .

Date o
' i . B
WX | TELEGRAM |, |mao0 ‘

INCOMING S s o
.- .. MESSAGE NO. . | R B
W2 10 GOVT WUX ARMY AIR BASE SIOUXOITY IOMA 1187 §4

VL,
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RS T RRL 230 APRIL 21743 T
S ST AR - - i sl
SIOUX CITY AAB IQWA PRTY 2700452

~ AFACG WASHINGTON & C

324 BG PSISE PERICH ) 5 U i
A 25 APRIL 1845CHT AAB STouX CITY OXK IOVA B PILOT(S:,LDEN L HC"MILLtQi“*%’ '
MAJOR AUS 24F SIXXX SIOUX FITY Iuwa C LANDING GEAR FAILED 70 EXTEND

e e R M TRmen e YA : '.‘-. &1
LEFT LANDING GEAR WOULD NOT EXTEND AND Wi UHEELSs,UP. LAHDING WAS mm: s
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